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PREFACE 
 

efo e ou egi  eadi g the ook, I ould like to tell 

ou so ethi g. Tha k ou fo  u i g the ook a d 

taki g ou  p e ious ti e to go th ough this. Si e 

hildhood, I used to get fas i ated  the sto ies I used to 

ead a d the o ies I used to at h. M  i spi atio  fo  

sto telli g a e f o  the ook "T oja  Wa " hi h I ead 

i  s hool. I hope that ou ill like this ook a d gi e ou  

suppo t fo   futu e ooks also. 

I ould like to tha k  g a dpa e ts a d pa e ts 

fo  thei  e e -e di g suppo t a d t ust i  e. I 

app e iate a d hope I a  gi e the sa e lo e the  

sho e ed upo  e. These people ho I a  a out to sa  

a e the ost i po ta t o es ho helped e i  the 

p o ess of aki g this ook. Without the , this ook 

ould ot ha e ee  o pleted. M  othe  Naga ju a 

Muth ala,  f ie d Cha du Rao, a d  edito - u -

B



o e  illust ato  F edd  To es Vega, these people liste  

patie tl  to  e e -e di g sto ies a d gi e thei  

ge ui e feed a k. I like to tha k F edd  o e agai  a d 

Fae ie fo  i t odu i g e to the lite a  o ld th ough 

thei  "DigitI k Magazi e" autho  lau h p og a . I a  

g ateful fo  all the f ie ds ho suppo ted e f o  the 

ti e I said I a ted to e o e a  autho  to the ti e of 

o pletio  of this ook. 

This fi st ook f o  the th ee-pa t se ies 

a e f o  a  idea of telli g a sto  f o  the 

ie poi t of a  a ti-he o. I al a s a ted to k o  

hat these people thi k a d hat goes o  i  thei  

i ds. Not all of the  ill ha e sa e thoughts, a d 

ot all of the  ill e ad f o  the poi t of thei  

i th. So eti es people go th ough tough ti es a d 

e o e the people ho e e e  i agi ed. This 

ook tells ou a out the life of Mike a d Joh , ight 

f o  thei  hildhood. E pe ie e thei  o ld th ough 

thei  e es. Happ  eadi g. 

 



 

PROLOGUE 
 

e e e t a elli g i  the Fo d Musta g, the a  I 

ha e al a s d ea ed of ha i g. "This is it,"  

i d told e. The sou dless d izzle of ai  fell o   fa e 

hile the o de ful pet i ho  h p otised e. I as 

esti g  head o  he  lap a d looki g at he  di ples 

hi h e e pla i g hide a d seek ith he  hai . It as a  

i p essi e sight to the o tals. "I a  ill a d et ou gu s 

a e aki g e d i e a d ha i g fu  at the a k. I hope all 

ou  p o le s o e to a  e d ith the o e  e ha e," 

Joh  said ith a sigh a d s iled hile d i i g the a . "I 

hope so, a d I also ish ot to get st u k  light i g o  

ou  path," Ma ta said i  a itt  a . 

I ould 't elie e that e e e fi all  o i g to 

ou  desti atio . Ou  i ds e e full of pea e, a d e 

e e lea i g ou  a ge  a d st uggles ehi d us. We e e 

ele ati g a d o i g ou  odies to the tu es of pop 

W



so gs i  the a , a d that's he  "Wake up, a " so g 

sta ted pla i g. I as affled a d asked Joh , "Whe e did 

ou get this so g? I do 't ha e it o   pla list." "What 

so g?" he eplied u k o i gl . I looked at the a  ste eo 

fo  the a e of the so g, to  su p ise, it as a diffe e t 

so g. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 AM 
 

Continued from the prologue  

WAKE UP, BABY. WAKE UP, BABY;  "Wh  a  I 
keep o  hea i g this so g?" I said to self. I ould 't 
figu e it out fo  a o e t. I oke up sudde l  a d 
ealised that the so g hi h as pla i g, as  pho e's 

ala . Fo  a se o d, I felt like DiCap io i  'I eptio ' 
o ie. At a pa ti ula  stage i  sleep, ou  se ses a  
essages to the ai  a d e ge ith i olu ta  

i agi atio s. It as a pleasa t d ea , a d I a ted it to 
o e eal. 

"Let e sleep fo   o e hou , dadd ," Ma ta said 

hile she as still i  sleep. She still feels that she is i  he  

ho e,  I said to self. I a e out of the oo  a d 

oti ed that Joh  as ot the e i  the house. I alled his 

u e  a ouple of ti es, ut he did ot pi k up.  

"That idiot ight e still at ou  f ie ds' house," I 

said to self. I did 't a t to ake he  up, so I left a ote 



o  the ta le ea  the ed la p sa i g that, "Hello lo e, 

good o i g. Joh  is 't lifti g the all, so I a  goi g out 

to i g hi  ho e. I ill e a k efo e  A.M.  B e." 

I took  ike, as ou  f ie ds' house as  iles 

a a  f o  ou  house. O e I ea hed, I pa ked  ike. I 

a g the doo ell t i e, ut o od  ope ed the doo . The 

doo  got ope ed as I pushed it a little. The oo  as filled 

ith full of al ohol s ell. All ou  f ie ds alo g ith Joh  

e e sleepi g i  the hall. The oo  as ess , a d ea h 

o e of the  as asleep i  u usual sleepi g positio s. 

Pizzas e e ha gi g o  the all, a d the alls e e so 

di t  ith all the heese a d pie es of ushed egeta les. 

I e t ea  Joh  a d t ied to ake hi  up. But he 

as d u k as hell. I did 't k o  that he d i ks too. I 

slapped hi  t o ti es a d said, "Joh ! Wake up; e a e 

getti g late." I took a ate  ottle f o  the ef ige ato  

a d pou ed so e ate  o  his fa e.  

Afte   i utes, he slightl  ope ed his e es a d 

said, "Hi Mike, so  fo  o i g late." 

"No Joh , ou did 't o e. You a e still at ou  

f ie ds' house. No  get up, e ha e got o k to do," I 

said. 



"Oh! The  so  agai , Mike. Pull e up, a d take 

that ag hi h is o  the ta le," he said.  

I a e out of the house ith Joh  a d losed the 

doo  slo l . I ade hi  sit o  the ike a d kept the ag 

o  the f o t. He fell asleep agai  o  the a . We ea hed 

ou  ho e  .  A.M. I pla ed hi  o  the ou h, i  t he 

hall a d de ided to let hi  sleep up to so e ti e, as he 

as still i  the ha go e . 

I ope ed the ag hi h Joh  told e to i g. I as 

sho ked to see gu s i  it. "Gu s! F o  he e did Joh  get 

the ? But, h  do e eed gu s to do a o e , he  I 

ha e the po e ?" I said to self. I a ted to ask hi , ut 

I de ided to ait u til he akes up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE TROUBLED 

CHILDHOOD AND THE 
FIRST MEETING: 

 

My father, Danny Bradac  a d I used to li e i  a  ope  

ou t side of a pla e alled Agaa a. It as a  e uisite pla e to 

li e hi h had a sea o  o e e d a d lush g ee  fo est o  the 

othe . I as - ea s-old, a d it as a Ch ist as ight. The hole 

st eets e e filled ith hild e 's pla ful s ea s a d laughte . I 

as pou i g i e i to  fathe 's glass, a d  ha ds e e 

t e li g ith fea . I lost  g ip, a d the ottle plu eted to 

the g ou d. The i e spilt all o e  the pla e, a d it as flo i g 

like lood. I as sho ked, s a ed a d stood the e u o i g, 

looki g at the oke  pie es a d ossed  fi ge s hopi g that 

 fathe  o 't eat e o  to tu e e. He slightl  e t his 

head a d took a deep eath out of f ust atio . The e t i ute 

he d agged e to a ds hi  a d sta ted st a gli g e. I t ied to 

e o e his ha ds f o   e k, ut I ould 't. All of a sudde  



he stopped. He lifted e up fu iousl  a d th e  e agai st the 

all. "Ho  a  ti es do I ha e to tell ou u til ou lea  to do 

thi gs ight ith pe fe tio ?" he said ith a g i  e p essio . 

The e es of hi  tu ed ed like la a. "You a e as useless as this 

t ash a ," he shouted at e, poi ti g at the t ash a  i  the 

o e . 

The s ell of i e e gulfed the hole oo . M  fathe  

stood up a d ki ked the hai  ith full po e . Fathe  tu ed to 

his ight a d e t i side the ash oo . "He a  ha e go e to 

ash off spilt i e, off his d ess," I said to self. I as lea i g 

agai st the all, a d lood d ops e e falli g o e  o e f o  

 ight te ple o to the g ou d. I l ifted  shi t up a d iped 

off so e of it. A latte i g sou d a e f o  i side, a d it 

sta tled e fo  a o e t. The doo  got ope ed ith a thud 

sou d, a d  fathe  looked like a east. He ought a head of 

a tooth ush i  his ha d. The fi ge s of his left ha d e t 

th ough  hai  slo l  a d aught  hai  f o  thei  oots. He 

tighte ed the g ip a d lifted e f o  the floo . He sta ed at e 

like a fal o  looki g at its p e  a d o de ed e to lea  e ti e 

di t i  the house  pla i g that tooth ush head i   ha ds. I 

e a e spee hless, a d I did 't k o  hat to do. That az  

a  ith o e otio s ade e his sla e, a d his dest u ti e 

a tio s had o li its. Tea s o ed do  f o   e es, a d I 

fell o   k ees. "Dad, o dad, please do 't do this," I plea ded 



ith  ha ds a ou d his legs. The o k sho ed o e  a d 

hit e i  the fa e ith his k ee. 

Though I as leedi g a d so i g, he did 't e e  a e. 

The o ste  left, a d I lea ed the hole house ith that 

tooth ush head. The pai  as u ea a le. He did ot just 

ause e ph si al s a s, ut also aused e tal s a s. Si e I 

as fou  ea s old, e e  si gle da  he eat e fo  o e thi g o  

the othe , o e da  fo  the i e spilli g a d the othe  da  fo  

ot ha i g a hai ut. 

He as a - ea -old ediu  sized a , ut ith 

st o g a s a d faded hai st le, he used to look e a tl  like a 

ilita  a . His e e o s e e thi k a d da k. He as a 

uthless a  ith o se se of hu ou  a d a a  of dis ipli e. 

"We e e a happ  fa il  u til ou a e i to this o ld ," he 

used to sa  to e. So eti es I thi k, a e I a . M  othe , 

Sa ah left the fa il  just afte  t o o ths of  i th a d  

othe  B adle , left a ea  afte . I do ot e e e  his fa e, 

appa e tl . M  fathe  e e  e ealed h   othe  a d 

othe  left, ut all I a  guess as that  othe  lo ed the 

othe , so u h. 

I spe t ost of the ights i   hildhood, gazi g at the 

sta s, thi ki g that o e of the  ight o e do  a d sa e e 

f o  the e il. I elie ed that those sta s e e k ights i  sil e  

a ou  p ote ti g the u i e se agai st da k ess. "The eepi g 



idiot", I a ed self e ause the e as o e d to  tea s. It 

as ha d fo  e to keep up ith the pai .  

A da  efo e  fou tee th i thda , it ega  ai i g 

i te sel . I as pe hed o  the seat, at the e t a e of ou  

ho e taki g a ga de  at the ightfall. The ha gi g plate ith 

the a e of  dad a ed o  it as shaki g a d hitti g the 

oode  pilla , due to the hea  i d. All of a sudde , I hea d 

the ho l of a olf. It sou ded so ea . The people spotted the 

ild a i als ofte , as ou  pla e as ea  to the fo est. M  dad 

as ot the e at ho e. At that age, ei g alo e a d the 

usi gs of a ild a i al ould se d hills i to a od 's spi e. 

I ui kl  a  i to the house a d losed the doo .  

I hea d a g o li g sou d follo ed  the s ea s of a 

kid. I as te ified ut also a ted to k o  hat as 

happe i g. I slightl  ope ed the i do , si e it as da k a d 

ei g ti ted  ai , ould 't see a thi g. "Ma e it as 

o i g f o  the a k a d of the house," I said to self. I 

de ided to e p epa ed fo  the o st. I sa   fathe 's gu  i  

the hall, took it i   ha ds a d t ied to e e e  the ti es 

he   dadd  used it fo  hu ti g. It as a shotgu  ith the 

a i u  holdi g apa it  of t o ullets. Though it as too 

hea  fo  e, I a aged to hold it a d ope ed the a k doo  

slo l . 

So a  people e e u i g i to thei  ho es, 

s ea i g a d so e of the  e e u i g like ad ho ses. Will 



it e Ro e s, Wild a i als o  pi ates; thoughts e e ju st 

u i g i   i d. I e t fu the , a d the light i g st ikes 

hi h e e hitti g the sea a d the g ou d, ade e feel like it 

as the e d of the o ld. The la d as too udd . I as ot 

a le to dete i e disti tl  hat as i  f o t of e. But that 

did 't stop e f o  o i g fu the . I took a deep eath a d 

took a step fo a d. 

The o e I e t ea ; the s a li g sou d e a e 

loude  a d loude . I ould ot t ust  e es he  I sa  that 

eatu e. It as a oth a d had huge pa s. Its teeth e e 

a out the size of a  adult's fi ge . The look of it ade  lood 

u  old. It as 't just fea ; it as o e tha  that. A little o  

as o i g a k a ds a d i g fo  help. His pup, a Ge a  

shephe d, as a ki g at the olf, a d it as ot at all af aid of 

it. So eti es he  ou  lo ed o es a e i  da ge , e do 't 

o  a out ou  elfa e. That as the sa e thi g hi h the 

dog as doi g. It a ed a out its o e 's life o e tha  its o . 

Withi  a o e t, the olf a  to a ds the o  a d the pup.  

I ai ed a d fi ed at the olf. The fi st ullet issed, 

a d  ha ds sta ted shi e i g. M  hea t skipped a eat, ut I 

shot it agai , this ti e it hit the olf. The olf fell as the ullet 

hit it ight i  the sto a h, a d e e thi g took pla e i  a 

o e t. The o  as o e ed ith full of s eat, a d the pup 

as still a ki g. 



I o ed lose  to the olf, a d as soo  as I a  a out  

a ds dista e f o  it, it ju ped o to e. I dodged to  ight 

a d a  to p ote t the little o  a d the pup. Though the olf 

as leedi g, its a ge  a d hu ge  fo  its p e  did 't de ease. 

But it as 't o i g like efo e; it e a e slo . I felt like it as 

i ti idati g a d aki g e eak. The olf as 't so ethi g 

hi h I lo ed o  a ed fo . M  ego a d the a ge  slo l  e lipsed 

 fea . I shook  head a d e a e totall  out of o t ol. I 

ould 't let a  a i al kill e, o, ot i  a illio  ea s.  

The olf tu ed to ou  side a d ha ged at us. But this 

ti e ot gi i g e e ough ti e to fi e. So I ui kl  e e sed the 

gu  a d pla ed  oth ha ds o  the a el a d fo e-e d. I hit 

the olf as ha d as possi le; the sto k of the shotgu  st u k its 

ja s. The lo e  ja  of the olf oke; ho e e , as ha gi g, as 

its edges of the ski  lu g to its od . The east fell to the 

g ou d, a d it as g o li g i  pai . I la ded th ee lo s o  its 

head agai . It as like, "Thud! Thud! Thud!" a d it died. Its head 

u st ope ed i to pie es. It as go  a d distu i g. No, I did 't 

a t to la d those th ee lo s. I ould 't stop self as  

od  as 't i   o t ol. Feeli g this ad e ali e ushi g 

th ough  od  like e e  efo e. 

That o  hugged e, a d he as shi e i g a d i g. 

Though he as i  sho k, he tha ked e. I lifted the pup up, a d 

it li ked  fa e. I did 't k o  h , ut I as happ  to see 

the  ali e. We hea d so e people shouti g f o  fa  a a . All I 



a  see as the light of thei  la ps, a d as the  e e getti g 

ea e , I a  hea  the  elli g a a e. Sudde l  that o  

pulled e a d said, "The  a e sea hi g fo  e." I as sho ked 

to hea  that, ut ithout aski g a thi g, I took hi  a d the 

pup to ou  sto e oo  hi h as ea  to  house. We ushed 

i side, a d I ope ed the ase e t doo . It as pit h da k, ut 

ith u h diffi ult , e e t do  the stai s. Befo e o i g 

do , I losed the doo  to the ase e t f o  i side. Whe  

losed, o st a ge  ould tell hethe  that sto e oo  o tai ed 

a ase e t o  ot. I did 't lo k the sto e oo , as I a ted 

the  to thi k that the sto e oo  as e pt . Whe  the  

pushed the doo , e sta ted hea i g thei  oi es. We hea d 

th ee oi es. The sou ds of thei  footsteps apti ated ou  

thoughts. Afte  goi g th ough all that a use, I as o e af aid 

of hu a s. I pla ed  ha d o  the outh of pup ithout 

lo ki g its ose, so that it o 't a k. "The e's o o e he e, 

let's take hate e  e eed f o  this t ash a d sail a a ," o e 

of the  shouted. "Who a e these people? A d hate e  the  

a e, the gu  ho just spoke ight e thei  leade ," I said to 

self. 

Afte  a hile, slo l , o e  o e left the oo , a d 

sudde l  the e as a solute sile e. We e e elie ed, a d e 

a e out f o  the ase e t afte  fe  i utes. I lea t agai st 

the all, a d  eathi g as so high, I thought that I ou ld 

die of a hea t atta k. Joh  laid o  his a k o  the g ou d a d 



pup slept o  his ight side. So al l , he just kept looki g at the 

oof. "Do 't o . I a  u de sta d ho  ou a e feeli g. You 

a e safe ith e," I said. "No, ou a 't. You a 't k o  ho  I 

feel. The a eas I ha e sta ed, the thi gs I ha e see  a d 

situatio s I ha e go e th ough, ou do 't k o  the ," he said 

tu i g to  ight hile still l i g o  the g ou d. I oti ed 

so e of the thi gs, his lothes e e of sla es, his hai  as 

ess , a d his od  as e itti g a  odou  of fish. I de ided to 

sta  al . "Ok, let's talk i  the o i g. I ill e lea i g o . 

You a  sleep i  the ase e t, a d I k o  it's da k, ut please 

adjust," I said ith a s ile. He odded his head, a d I left the 

oo  ith  gu . I losed the oo  f o  outside a d looked 

at the eapo . It as oke , a d the sto k got o pletel  

ushed. 



 
MYSTERIOUS POWER 

AND THE DECISION 
 
I WENT INSIDE THE HOUSE , d eadi g a out the 
pu ish e t, hi h  dad ould gi e e. He as 
pe hed o  the seat ith his ha ds oss folded. I stood at 
the se o da  passage e t a e ot o i g a  i h. I felt 
like  od  got pa al sed f o  e k to feet. "Whe e's the 
gu ?" he uestio ed. I k e  he as goi g to see  e d. I 
did 't utte  a o d. He stood up a d a e to a ds e, 
a d e t do . He s iled a d slo l  o ed his ha d o e  

 head. "A e ou deaf? I a  aski g ou. Whe e is it?" he 
shouted sudde l  a d slapped e. Tea s sta ted olli g, 
a d I slo l  sho ed hi  the oke  gu , hi h I as 
hidi g ehi d e. His e es e a e outsized he  he sa  
the oke  sto k of the shotgu . "Dad, please let e tell 

ou hat happe ed, I did 't eak it deli e atel ," I 
a ted to tell hi  this. But the o ds did 't o e out of 

 outh. I kept p a i g to God. I had losed  e es a d 
ossed  fi ge s. Feeli g a st o g fo e o   hest, 



hi h as like getti g hit  a t u k. He hit e ith his 
ight leg, hi h ade e slip a d oll f o  the steps. I fell 

outside. 

He took up a oode  log hi h as the size of a 

ase all at. He ki ked e i  the sto a h ith his leg a d 

lifted e up. "You  othe  left us ithout sa i g a o d. 

He did 't e e  thi k a out us, e e  othe ed ho  e a e 

goi g to li e ou  li es. But I ha e to ad it, du i g all that 

ti e, he as e e  like ou. No atte  ho  u h of a 

is hie ous hild, he as outside, he eithe  da aged 

a thi g o  did sill  thi gs. He as al a s fo used. 

Looki g at hi  doi g his a ti ities ith su h fi esse as a 

pleasu e. But You! You a e su h a disg a e to ou  fa il ," 

he kept tau ti g e, a d I as just looki g at hi  ithout 

li ki g. "I al a s hated ou. M  ife a d  so  left e; 

I  fa t, I lost  e e thi g. It is all e ause of ou. A d 

ou ill e e  e o e like B adle ." Withi  a o e t the 

oode  log st u k e o  the left side of the head. His 

o ds e e ea hi g  i d. Still, I as 't i  a state to 

o p ehe d the . I lost  o s ious ess a d fell o  the 

g ou d. 

E e thi g as hite, all I a  see as hite a d 

othi g else. I did 't k o  he e I as a d I as 



pe ple ed. The  I e e e ed that I got st u k  a log. 

To e e a t,  dad hit e a d left e o  the g ou d. 

A uptl , felt a a  tou h o   ha d. "Hello, a e ou 

oka ? I a  Joh  Reh , the o  ou sa ed last ight," I 

hea d a oi e, a d it ought e to  se ses. I slo l  

a e out of the deep sleep. The i age of hi  looked 

lu  to e at fi st. I u ed  e es a d looked at hi . 

The e he as ith a s ile o  his fa e, ut ith a it of 

o  i  his e es. "What happe ed? What's up ith that 

a dage o  the fo ehead?" he asked. "He ! Ho  a e ou? 

A d eah, this, do 't o  a out it. It's just a uise," I 

eplied. 

"What do ou ea   just a uise, ou  fo ehead 

is s olle , a d the a dage is all ed i  olou , a d do 't 

t  to o i e e that it is ot lood a d is just pai ted," 

he o f o ted. 

"You do ha e a fu  a  of a gui g," I hu kled 

a d o ti ued, "M  dad hit e este da , he al a s does. 

But este da  ight it as like a ight a e. He said a lot of 

thi gs a d I a 't e all ost of it. Afte  I had o e out of 

the sto e oo  este da , I figu ed out that the shotgu  

as oke . Whe  he fou d the sa e, his age sto ed 

out of hi . A d I as eate  la k a d lue."  



"I a  so . You sa ed  life. The a  ou fought 

ith that olf este da  a azed e. The st e gth ou 

ha e a d ou  fea less attitude is 't so ethi g hi h I 

ha e see  efo e. A d seei g ou, like this is hea t -

eaki g," he said a d pla ed his pup o  the ed hi h 

as ippi g o  the g ou d. 

It ju ped o to  sto a h a d sta ted u i g 

to a ds  fa e to li k. Joh  stopped it a d hispe ed i  

its ea s to al  it do  a d told e, "So ,  Ro k  just 

a ts to pla  ith ou." 

"No issues a d tha k ou fo  ou  o e . I a  

ot su e h  I helped ou. Bei g he e ith  a usi e 

dad, helpi g is the last thi g I ould thi k of doi g. It just 

st u k e i   i d. The e as o o e to help e 

he e e  I as i  eed of help, so I de ided to help ou. 

A d o e thi g I fo got to ask. Ho  did ou fi d  house? 

A d did  dad see ou?" 

"The e e e o l  a fe  houses ea  to ou  

sto e oo . I fou d ou he  I as peepi g th ough the 

i do s. No, ou  dad did 't see e a d I guess he e t 

out efo e I a e. The doo  as 't lo ked, a d I a e i ," 

he eplied. 



"Cool, ou a e s a t. Ok the , hat's ou  sto ? I 

a  u ious to k o ," I asked hi . 

"I used to li e o  a  isla d alled, 'The Blue Islet' 

hi h is  iles a a  f o  he e. M  othe  a d dad, 

the  a e d ug addi ts. Si e  hildhood, the  used to 

fight ith ea h othe . Due to the i li atio , the  e e 

e e  i  thei  ight i ds. The  got dis issed f o  thei  

jo s a d spe t all the o e  i  the house. Slo l  the  

sta ted selli g thi gs i  the house, o e  o e. I used  to do 

all the o k i  the house he  the  e e just doi g d ugs 

i  the hall. The  eat e, s olded e a d dest o ed  

hildhood e ti el . Whe  all the thi gs i  the house got 

sold, the  de ided to sell e to the d ug deale s i  

e ha ge fo  d ugs. The  d ugged e at ight, tied  

ha ds a d legs ith a ope. A d the  sealed  outh 

ith a tape. Whe  I eope ed  e es, I as the e o  the 

ship i  the o e  of the de k. Those d ug deale s ade 

e ea  this di t  d ess; o eo e , the  o de ed e to do 

lea i g a d ho es o  the ship fo  a plate of i e, t o 

ti es a da . I did hate e  the  told e, a d I as just 

aiti g fo  a o e t to es ape. I fou d Ro k  o  the 

de k, a d I fed it ith food I used to get, a d it e a e  

f ie d. Afte  t o da s of the o age, the  a ho ed thei  



ship he e, to get the e ui ed food a d to eat at the hotel 

ea . I looked a ou d; the e as o od  o  the ship. I 

a led to the edge of the ship a d lifted self up u til I 

a  see the  lea l . The  e e d i ki g, eati g a d  

pa t i g; I took  ha es a d ju ped i to the ate . I 

s a  to a ds the sho e a d a  all the a . A d that's 

he  the olf sta ted hasi g e," he eplied.  

He said e e thi g so fast ithout taki g his 

eath. Though his e es e e oist ith tea s, he as 

happ . That ight e e ause he as fa  a a  o , f o  

his pa e ts. 

"That's a sad past. You a e a a e o , ot e. 

Deali g ith su h pa e ts a d aki g out ali e f o  the 

lut hes of i ious d ug deale s is 't a s all thi g. I  this 

ki d of situatio s, e  a e ill su i e," I said a d lea t 

agai st the head oa d of the ed.  

"Yes, tha ks. Lu kil  I did. You said ou  dad has 

al a s eate  ou, ight? But ha e ou e e  defe ded 

ou self? The a  ou fought ith that olf a d the a  

ou a e letti g ou  dad eat ou up is just ot at hi g," 

he said a d got up to see the ooks o  the desk. 

"Ho  a  ea s old a e ou?" I i ui ed hi .  

"Te ," he eplied. 



"You a e aski g too a  uestio s fo  su h a 

ou g age, ut a a s I ill tell ou. If I a t, I  a  lea e 

the house a ti e, ut I a  eithe  defe d his atta ks o  

ou te  atta k hi . The sole easo  I li ed all this ti e 

he e, is that I had a hope that he ill ha ge, o  it's all 

go e. A d o e tha  a i als, I fea ed hu a s all  life. 

Though I lo e  dad, I o 't de  the fa t that I hate hi  

too. If o l  I had st e gth to ha ge hi  o  defeat hi ," I 

said a d ied. 

"You k o  hat, toda  is  i thda . A d I ill 

tell ou a sto  of a thief f o   fa ou ite ook. Fi st of 

all, do ou like sto ies?" I asked hi  ith e ite e t.  

"Yes, es, though I a  hoos  i  eadi g. I ill 

liste  to the sto  si e it is ou  i thda . But ake su e it 

is ot o i g," Joh  said a d ga e a i k.  

He has ess  u l  hai  a d s all o  e es. 

Although he looks i o e t, he has a fu  a  of sa i g 

thi gs. 

"Ok," I said a d i ked a k at hi  ith a s ile.  

I told hi  to i g the ook hi h as o  the desk. 

He ought it, a d I said, "He e e go." 

I sta ted eadi g the sto  aloud, a d he sat oss 

foldi g his legs o  the ed. Ro k  slept o  his thighs. Afte  



a fe  i utes of eadi g, he  I spelt a o d "Mi o ", a 

glo  fo ed ehi d the i o  hi h as hu g agai st 

the all. The light hi h as l ike a tifi ial fi e gli e ed 

a ou d it fo  a fe  i utes, a d the i o  a ished.  

Ou  ja s d opped, a d heads e e lo . Whe  

e e e still i  sho k, the i o  appea ed agai  i  the 

sa e pla e. We ould 't u de sta d hat as happe i g. 

Thi ki g that it ight e ou  i agi atio , e sta ted 

agai . I sta ted f o  the egi i g of the se te e. Whe  

I utte ed the o d " i o " agai , it disappea ed the sa e 

a  it happe ed efo e. We ould 't elie e ou  e es, a d 

Joh  as s at hi g his head. 

"Holl  Doll , hat the hell is happe i g i  ou  

house?" he said a d he ked the a ea he e the i o  

as pla ed. T o i utes passed a a , e e e i  

a solute sho k a d Joh  stood the e at hi g the all. 

Mi o  agai  appea ed, this ti e ith a dela  of t o 

i utes. He ju ped ight a k o to the ed i  a e e se 

a . 

"I a  ot su e hat's happe i g he  the fi st 

ti e i o  got disappea ed, it a e a k ithi  t o 

se o ds, a d o  it took t o i utes. Wh  is this e e  

happe i g? Is it e ause I a  utte i g the o d "Mi o ", 



o  so ethi g else?" I said to self. Joh  as looki g at 

e like ho  a stude t ho does 't k o  athe ati s, 

looks at the oa d i  the ath lass. "Keep al  a d ait, 

he  this is all o e , I ill e plai  hat's happe i g," I said 

to Joh . I spelt it out, a d the sa e da  thi g happe ed. 

But I aited a d aited. Half a  hou  passed, it did 't 

o e a k. Is it disappea i g o  goi g so e he e else? I 

just ould 't u de sta d. I as 't ead  to a ept it. So I 

de ided to t  it agai . The e as a flo e pot o  the desk 

ith the a tifi ial flo e s i  it. I spelt the o d 

"Flo e pot", ut othi g happe ed. It as still ight the e. 

"Is it happe i g o l  he  I a  eadi g f o  a ook o  

hat? So a  uestio s sta ted to ise i   i d. I got 

up ith u h diffi ult  a d sea hed fo  the o d 

"Flo e pot" i  e e  ook I had. I fou d it at last a d spelt 

it aloud. It disappea ed the sa e a  as the i o  did. 

"Da !" Ou  e es e e o  stalks. I just ould 't elie e it 

a d losed  outh ith  t o ha ds hile sitti g o  

the ed. The flo e  pot e e  a e a k.  

"The  a e goi g so e he e else," I said to Joh  

afte  thi ki g fo  a i ute, hile still e o e i g f o  

dis elief. 



"Like, to a  a ea? Pla e? O  hole diffe e t 

ou t ?" he asked e. 

"I do 't k o . It a  e a thi g, a ea; pla e o  it 

a  e a othe  ou t  too. O  the e ight e a little 

possi ilit  of the  goi g i to a diffe e t di e sio  as 

so e s ie tists lai  that diffe e t di e sio s do e ist," I 

said a d told hi  to sea h fo  the o d "Co " i  e e  

ook. 

"Di e sio s! A e ou se ious? O  just kiddi g?" he 

asked e a d ag eed to  e uest. 

"Like I said, the e is a possi ilit . You see st a ge 

thi gs happe i g he e; the  a e ot o al. We did 't 

k o  that po e s e ist i  eal life too a d o  e sa  it, 

e a 't de  it. Like ise, the e ight e thi gs hi h e 

a 't see o  feel. A ise a  o e said, 'We do 't k o  

hat e do 't k o .' A d ou a t like ou k o  a out 

di e sio s. Fo  a o  of , hat a e the odds?"  

"I k o  ho  this sou ds. Still, I do k o  so e 

thi gs a out s ie e. I used to ead the ooks o l  if I liked 

the o e  pages. The e as this ook i  the ooksto e 

ea  to  house. The o e  f o t att a ted e; it as 

like, "A ou g a  as sta di g i  f o t of a shado  

la k thi g a d t i g to e te  i to it." The ook as full of 



topi s elated to di e sio s, pa allel u i e ses a d othe  

ei d s ie e stuff. Though I ould 't u de sta d 

e e thi g i  it, it as i te esti g, a d I lea t so e 

thi gs," he said hile sea hi g fo  the o d. 

"I fou d it," he said. 

"That's ool. Ok o , spell that o d," I said.  

He spelt it out, ut the o  o  the desk did 't 

disappea . 

"It is o l  happe i g, he  ou a e eadi g it," he 

said. What he said as t ue, it as goi g o  o l  e ause 

of e. As I it essed that a  su p ises a d a e to 

k o  those a  thi gs i  a da , it as too u h fo  e, 

as I as ill. "Ok, I ill take so e est, a d e ill talk 

a out it late . Do 't o  a out food; I ill i g it to 

ou," I said ithout telli g hi  di e tl  to lea e. 

"B e. See a!" he said ith a oad s ile a d a  

off ith Ro k . 

I took so e est a d oke up i  the e e i g. M  

dad did 't o e ho e et. Although I as i  pai , I 

o pleted all the ho es. I sat o  the steps at the e t a e  

of  house a d sta ted looki g at all the hild e  pla i g 

happil  ith thei  pa e ts. The e as 't a pa ti ula  da  

he e I did 't thi k a out ho   othe  looks i  pe so . 



I a ted to pla  ith he , tou h he , hold he  a d  a d 

tell all the thi gs hi h I e e  ould. A d  othe , he 

left fathe  a d e he  I as little. I hate hi  fo  that. He 

e e  thought at least o e a out e a d ho  I a  goi g 

to li e all alo e. If he had thought, he ould 't ha e left.  

I a ted to a a do  the house e ause I ould 't 

keep up ith  dad a o e. But I a ted  dad to 

pa  the p i e fo  all the thi gs he did. E e  if the e as 

o e pe e t ha e th ough hi h I a  ha ge hi  ith 

the po e  I had. I a ted to do it.  

It as  P.M, a d  dad just a e ho e. I  as 

asleep o  the steps, a d sudde l  he oke e up  

hitti g ith his legs o   thighs. I kept al , got up a d 

shifted aside. I aited u til he slept a d ade so e food 

fo  Joh . Whe  I ope ed the sto e oo  doo , he as 

pla i g happil  ith Ro k . I sat ith hi  a d offe ed hi  

food. It as hea t- a i g to see hi  happ . O e he as 

do e ith eati g, I e plai ed hi  a out  pla . As I 

e pe ted, he e ai ed al  a d as i  sho k to hea  

hat I as goi g to do to  dad.  

"A e ou su e a out this? You a  ot see hi  

afte  this," he said. 



"I k o , a d I also k o  it is ot ight, ut I ha e 

de ided to do it," I said a d took a o  out of  po ket. 

I also took out a pape  a d pe . "I a t to t  it o e o e 

ti e," I said. "Agai ?" he said ith su p ise.  "Yes," I 

odded. I ote the o d, " o " o  a pape  a d spelt it 

out. To  su p ise, othi g happe ed. It did 't o e a  

i h. I as affled a d ga e the pape  a d pe  to Joh . I 

i st u ted hi  to ite the sa e o d o  the pape . I took 

the pape , o e he is do e ith it. I spelt it aloud; the 

o  disappea ed a d did 't e-appea  e e  afte   

i utes. I u de stood hat happe ed a d told hi  to 

ite th ee o ds o  the pape . He ote the  a d ga e 

the pape  a k to e. "I oti ed t o thi gs. O e, I 

ould 't a ish that thi g he  I ha e itte , ut it as 

possi le he  ou the othe  pe so  ote it. T o: the 

thi gs hi h e e goi g i to the othe  di e sio  o  to 

a  pla e, the  ill ot sta  pe a e tl  i  that 

di e sio  o  pla e. The fi st ti e he  the i o  

disappea ed, it a e a k i  a se o d, a d fo  the se o d 

atte pt, it took  i utes to o e a k. I  the thi d ti e, 

it did 't e e  o e a k. All thi gs hi h ill disappea  

ill e e tuall  o e a k, soo e  o  late . U fo tu atel , 

e a 't p edi t he  the  ill e a k," I said ithout 



gi i g hi  a  ha e to talk. His outh as ide ope , 

a d he sudde l  u st out laughi g. "What's so fu ?" I 

asked. "This po e , it is illogi al. It's u elie a le a d 

idi ulous. The thi gs ou a e sa i g a out the po e , 

e e  if the  a e t ue, the  sou d idi ulous," he eplied 

ith a gust of laugh. "I k o  it sou ds az , o . 

So eti es thi gs e a 't u de sta d a  e fu , ut 

he  e a  u de sta d the  o  at least elie e i  the , 

the  ill sho  thei  t ue st e gth. Whe  ou got the 

po e , h  dou t it, o k it, o  e e  aise uestio s, 

he  ou a  e a e it a d use it," I said a d got up. 

"Whe e a e ou goi g? Liste , I a  so ," he said. "Be 

ead , e a e lea i g to o o  f o  he e," I said a d left 

the oo . 

The hole ight I ould 't sleep, I just kept sta i g 

at the oof. Ha dli g those e otio s as tough. I as ot 

su e hethe  the po e  o ks o  people o  ot. But I 

a ted to go ahead ith  de isio , o atte  hat. 

The a s of the su  hit e i  the fa e hile the  ept i  

th ough the i do . Though it happe s dail , I felt it like a 

sig  telli g e that it as 't the sta t of the da , ut the 

sta t of a e  egi i g. Thud! Thud! I sta ted to hea  the 

sou ds of the a e utti g i to the oods, o i g f o  the 



a k a d. "It ust e  dad," I said to self hile goi g 

outside a d took the pape  ith e. "Dadd !" I alled hi . 

He tu ed to  side a d said, "What?" 

I hesitated at fi st he  I sa  the a e i  his ha d. 

But I a  to a ds hi  a d hugged hi  fi l . "So ," I 

said a d e t a k t o steps. "What a e ou doi g?" he 

elled at e. "You ill k o  soo , dad," I said a d took 

the pape  out f o   po ket. As I did 't a t to hea  

a thi g f o  hi , I spelt out the o ds efo e he ould 

sa  a thi g, "Fa e ell,  dad Da  B ada ." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9 AM 
 

I WAITED UNTIL THEY WOKE UP.  I o su ed 

ost of that ti e thi ki g a out the futu e; Thoughts of 

thi gs e a ted to do, the pla es e a ted to see a d 

the thi gs e a ted to u  ade e u h o e 

dete i ed. I as o fide t that ith  po e , the 

o e  ould e so eas . As I as thi ki g, Ma ta a e 

do  f o  the fi st floo . 

"He ! Mike, so  I as full  ti ed a d slept up to 

this ti e. I thought ou ould ake e up," she said.  

"It is ok, lo e. No o ies," I said. 

Joh  oke up he  he hea d ou  oi es. "The 

o e  is do e, othe . We a  lea e o ," I said. 

"What? Ho  a  ou do that? Wh  did 't ou ake 

e up?" Joh  said a d sa  Ma ta ho as sta di g 

so e hat fa  f o  us. 



"You a e su h a fool, Joh . You got so d u k last 

ight at ou  f ie ds' house, a d I ought ou ho e  this 

o i g. A d ho  a  ou ake up o  a d shout at 

e?" I said. 

"Oh! I a  so , Mike. Last ight ou  f ie ds fo ed 

e to d i k, a d so  that I did 't tell ou that I ha e a 

ha it of d i ki g. I thought ou ould s old e. A d he  

Ma ta! Is that ou? Ho  o e, ou a e at ou  pla e?" 

a d "Mike, ou said e e thi g to he ? Whe  did she 

o e ho e?" he said. 

"Yes, Joh . This is Ma ta. A d Mike said 

e e thi g to e. I a e he e last ight, a d I a  o i g 

ith ou gu s," she said ith happi ess i  he  e es. 

"Ok, I thi k it's ti e. Let e e plai  ho  e a e 

goi g to o  the a k," I said, a d e e t i to ou  

ed oo  a d sat o  the ed. 

"Joh , f o  he e did ou get those ha dgu s, 

a d h  did ou get the ? What's the eed? I ha e the 

po e , ight?" I asked hi . 

"Yes Mike, I ag ee. But hat if the po e  does 't 

o k out, a d e fall i to isk. So, efo e goi g to the 

f ie ds' house, I e uested o e of the gu s I k o , a d he 



ga e e. But o e ou  o k is do e, e ha e to etu  

the ," he said. 

"Ok, good," I said a d o ti ued, "The a k e a e 

goi g to o  is O a ge Leaf Ba k. We a  do this i   a s. 

So hoose a  o e. O e, it is a  eas  a . We a ish 

e e o e i  the a k, a d e a  get i  a d get the 

o e . T o ot so eas , e a ish the se u it  a e as 

fi st, a d the  se u it  gua ds. The  e ill e te  i to the 

a k ith gu s, a d ai  ou  gu s at the e plo ees. A d 

the  e ill tell o e of the  ho has a pass o d to the 

e t al lo ke , to ope  it. The  e ill take the ash a d 

o e out. A d I a  pi ki g the se o d a ," I said.  

"I a  also pi ki g the d a ," she said.  

"Oka , I a  also fi e ith the d a . But h  

d a , he  e a  do it easil  ith the st a ," Joh  

said. 

"Yes, ight. We a  do it easil . But t ust e, d 

a  is oth eas  a d fu ," I said a d told the  to get 

ead . O e e e e ead , e took the ags a d kept 

Ro k  i side the house a d lo ked the doo .



 

THE CRUSHED HEART: 
OUR NEW HOME 

 

TO MY SURPRISE,  fathe  a ished. The o l  o e 

ho I had i   fa il  go e fo e e . I sea hed the house 

a d took the o e , hi h dadd  had a d hate e  

thi gs Joh  a d I eeded. "Let's go," I said, a d the  the 

look o  Joh 's fa e as u fo getta le. The al ess i   

fa e a d the a  I said it asuall  as a it of a sho ke  fo  

hi . "Wh  a 't e li e i  this pla e?" he asked. "The fi st 

thi g is, e do 't k o  a o e he e. A d e ha e to go 

out to e plo e a d a hie e so ethi g i  the o ld. Fo  

that, e eed to do so ethi g; also, this house e i ds 

e of  dad a d the ad thi gs he did, e e  se o d. 

A d sta i g he e ill o l  do o e ha  to e tha  good. 

I do 't a t to get t au atised  all those ad a d sad 



e o ies of  past," I said. Joh  a d Ro k  joi ed e as 

I sta ted o i g fo a d. 

We oa ded a us hi h as goi g to Caiste . It 

as all e  fo  us. The e  pla es, e  fa es a d thei  

ultu es e e e i di g e of the ha a te s a d sto ies I 

ead i  ooks. I had e e  thought I ould e o i g out 

of  pla e, ut thi gs ha ged, a d the e I as o i g to 

a  e ti el  u k o  pla e. We had to alight at a pla e 

alled Che to . F o  Che to , e had to oa d 

a othe  us to go to M efall. While o  the a , 

so e od  said, that pla e as o fo ta le to li e a d do 

o k. We stopped at a us statio  of Che to  to oa d 

a othe  us. It as a ou d .  P.M. We aited fo   

i utes, ut o us a i ed. I asked at the i ui  fo  

i fo atio ; the  said it got dela ed due to eakdo . I 

a e a d sat o  the e h, he e Joh  a d Ro k  e e 

sitti g. 

"Look at that - a ; I ish he had so e of the 

st e gth e had," Joh  said a d poi ted the fi ge  at a 

pe so  ho as sitti g diago all  to ou  left a d t o 

e hes a a  f o  us. "Co e o  o , e do 't k o  

hat happe ed, let's ot ake fu  of hi ," I said. That 

a  looked like a de e t pe so . He as atti ed i  a la k 



shi t a d g e  t ouse . The lo g la k hai  pushed a k his 

head hile the sho t g e  hai  o e ed his sides of the 

head a d tou hed the g e  ea d. The tea s e e flo i g 

do  f o  his da k la k e es a d u e  olou ed 

heeks. I got up a d took Joh  a d Ro k  ith e ea  the 

old a . We sat o  the e h i  f o t of the old a , a d 

he looked at us ith his oist e es. We kept sta i g at hi  

ithout speaki g a thi g. "You eed a thi g? If ot, 

stop sta i g at e. If es, ou a  go to a  othe  pe so ," 

he shouted at us a d e t his head do . The look o  his 

fa e elted ou  hea ts. The pai  he as goi g th ough 

did 't see  like it as o u i g due to ph si al da age. I 

ha ded o e   ha dke hief to hi  a d told hi  to lea  

his tea s. "No eed," he said ith a it of se ious ess o  

his fa e. "Do 't o  u le, e a e 't o e s, a d e 

did 't put a  a aesthesia o  this. Please ipe off the  

tea s o  ou  fa e ith this," I said a d ha ded it o e  to 

hi  agai . 

"Tea s! Wipi g the  off does 't ha ge a thi g, 

o . The o l  thi g hi h left fo   soul is  od . A 

od  hi h I do 't eed o , a od  hi h is of o help to 

e, a od  hi h I a t to u , ut I a 't. I ish 

so eo e th e  a id o  e o  put e o  fi e as I a  a 



o a d ho a 't do these thi gs self," he said. "What 

happe ed u le? We k o  ou a e 't i  a positio  to 

speak ight o . But e ill do a  help if e a . "Help!" 

he laughed ith u h diffi ult  a d o ti ued "We, 

hu a  ei gs a  o l  help up to so e e te t. Fu  

thi g is e do ha e so e people o  this ea th ho all 

the sel es as God, ut he  the death sho s its ugliest 

fo , the  gi e up. The  a t like the  a e  i o tals, ut 

the  ill fall too. I do 't eed ou  help so . No o e a  

i g a k hat I ha e lost. No o e a  i g a k  

lo i g so . No o e a  tu  a k ti e."  

"I a  so , ou  so ? What happe ed to hi , 

u le?" a u ious ut o ied e asked hi . "His othe  

died he  he as still ou g. I aised hi  ell, ga e hi  

e e thi g hi h he asked fo , a d e e e like est 

f ie ds. He as o ki g i  a soft a e o pa  a d as 

a out to get a ied e t o th. We e t to La to   

da s a k,  a . Whe  e e e a out to etu , he 

a ted to u  e a  e pe si e at h, as at h olle tio  

as  ho . He e t to the shop alo e  keepi g e 

i  the hotel, e e  afte  I i sisted ot to go alo e. While 

etu i g f o  the shop, he as hit  a us a d died o  

the spot. M  - ea -old o  lost his life ithi  a  hou  of 



lea i g e. I should ha e go e ith hi , I ould ha e 

stopped hi  a d told hi  that e ould u  a at h i  

ou  pla e too, ut I did othi g. He died efo e e hi h 

o fathe  a ts to happe . I a  etu i g f o  his fu e al 

ight o , a d this is the at h he ought e. It got 

ushed, ut it is o e alua le to e tha  a thi g ight 

o . A d hat's the e fo  e o ? House, o e  a d 

e e thi g I ha e is useless to e," he said.  

I did 't utte  a o d hile he as sa i g. Ou  e es 

e e full of tea s  the ti e he o pleted. All the pai  

that old a  as goi g th ough e i ded e of  dad. I 

u de stood the pai   dadd  ust ha e go e th ough 

he   othe  a d othe  left. The  e e  etu ed 

ho e. I slo l  ealised the easo  ehi d  dad's 

eha iou . So eti es goi g th ough a lot of pai  akes 

us old hea ted a d it ill ha ge us i to a pe so  e 

e e  e pe ted to e o e.  

"I a  so  agai  fo  ou  i epla ea le loss, u le. 

I a  Mike, fou tee  ea s old a d  othe  Joh , is te  

ea s old. Though e a e s all, e ha e go e th ough a 

lot of st uggles i  ou  li es a d did 't ha e a o fo ta le 

sleep e e  fo  a fe  hou s si e ou  hildhood. I a  

u de sta d the pai  ou a e goi g th ough ight o . 



Whe  ou  elde  othe  passed a a , e felt the sa e. 

M  dad as i  o plete sho k a d e t i to a o a fo  

o e ea . We had lost the hope of seei g hi  agai , ut 

his ill to li e fo  oth  little othe  a d e eathed 

life i to hi . Though  dad a e to life, his hea t 

ould 't get out of the pai , a d he e t i to dep essio . 

He lost his jo , a d it as e  tough fo  all th ee of us to 

u  food o  to pa  e t. So, I sta ted o ki g as a 

pape o , a d  little othe  ega  to o k i  a se o d-

ha d shop. Ou  dadd  died t o da s a k, a d the 

to e t is uite ho e dous. I a ted to die too, ut I 

ould 't. Be ause I did 't a t to lea e  othe  alo e. I 

de ided to li e, o atte  hat. So eti es e ha e to 

li e e e  he  e ha e lost e e thi g. We a 't i g 

a k ou  lo ed o es ho died. But if e li e at least till the 

e d, e a  fulfil ou  pu poses. E e od  has a pu pose 

to a o plish. Othe ise, e ould 't e he e as hu a  

ei gs. I k o  it ill e tough fo  ou o , ut e e tuall , 

ou ill ealise ho  u h alua le this life is. A d do 't 

thi k like ou do 't ha e a od  to li e, ut thi k like, 

ho  ou a  e so ethi g to so e od . You a  sa  that 

ou had ou  othe , so ou ha e li ed. Yes, that's t ue. 

But late  I fou d the ea i g of life. It is that the e ill 



al a s e so e od  ho eeds us, the  a  e ou  lo ed 

o es, o  the  a  e st a ge s too." I said.  

Joh  looked at e ith su p ise as I just lied to that 

u le. I did 't k o  ho  to gi e that u le so e hope. So I 

thought that, if he hea s that so eo e so s all i  age a  

ea  so u h pai  a d li e, the  he ill ealise that he a  

also li e. 

We stood up as the us a i ed a d I said, "Ok, 

the . We ill lea e o ; ou  us has a i ed."  

He aught  ha d, as I sta ted o i g fo a d 

a d said, "I thi k I fou d  pu pose." 

"What do ou ea ? U le, I did 't get ou," I said.  

"You oth a e  pu pose, Mike. If ou ha e o 

p o le , ou a  e ith e i   house hi h is i  

Kel a. You a  thi k e as a selfish pe so . But hate e  

ou thi k I a , I just a t to sa  o e thi g. Whe  ou 

e e talki g, I did 't see just a o ; I sa  a atu ed 

pe so . At su h a ou g age, ou a e speaki g like this. 

Ho  a  hild e  ho a e goi g to s hool, a  speak like 

that? I a  i p essed. So I a  e uesti g ou oth to 

o e ith e. I ill se d ou to s hool a d gi e ou 

e e thi g a fathe  a  gi e," he said. 



"U le, the e is o p o le  fo  us to o e ith 

ou. But I feel that hat ou a t to do is too u h. We 

ill go o  ou  a a  a d do so e o k a d ea  so e 

o e ," I said. 

"No, it is othi g like that, so . Do 't o , if ou 

a t to do so ethi g fo  e, do it o e ou get jo s," he 

said. 

"I do 't k o  hat to tell ou. Ok, I ill o e ith 

ou, ut o l  o  o e o ditio . I a t  othe  Joh  to 

e i  the sa e lass i  hi h I a  goi g to stud . Though 

he is just te  ea s old, his k o ledge al ost at hes 

i e. If I a  goi g to stud  i  so e g ade, the  he should 

also joi  the sa e g ade," I said. 

I did 't a t to lea e Joh  i  so e othe  lass, as I 

as the o l  pe so  he k e . So I took a isk, ut I as 

su e that U le ould 't de  that.  

"It is a diffi ult thi g. But do 't o , I ill t  to 

do so ethi g a d ake su e that ou oth go to the sa e 

lass. A d f o  o  o , please all e Joe," he said. 



 

HER 
 

"MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE , a d f o  

o  o , this is ou  house. Go, he k it a d I hope ou 

gu s like it. The e is e ough food fo  ou oth i  the 

ef ige ato  fo  toda . A d gi e e a ouple of da s, I ha e 

a f ie d ho is a dea  at the s hool, I ill he k ith hi  

a d t  to get ad issio  fo  oth of ou. I a  goi g out 

a d ill o e  e e i g," he said a d left. It as like a 

d ea  a d a a e situatio  hi h o o e ill elie e. 

A od  ill laugh at us fo  sa i g it a d ill all it fake. 

Meeti g a e  pe so  a d getti g a ha e to li e at his 

house pe a e tl  ithi  a da  as a o de ful feeli g 

fo  us. We sta ted e plo i g the house. It as a si ple 

ho e, ut eautifull  uilt a d de o ated. A hall a d a 

di i g oo  e e the e ith a kit he  e t to the  o  the 

g ou d floo . We sta ted o i g to the fi st floo , a d the 

spi al stai ase as like a t isted s ake. T o ed oo s 



e e fa i g ea h othe . O e ed oo  as lo ked, a d e 

e t o  the othe  o e. I spotted a photog aph of Joe a d 

his so  ea  the ed la p. It as his so 's hildhood 

pi tu e, ho as holdi g a s all foot all. Joh  a d I sat o  

the ed a d Ro k  slept o  the floo . "All the e e ts hi h 

o u ed till o  taught e so u h a out life. 

So eti es a i ute a  i g lots of ha ge i  ou  li es, 

o atte  hethe  ou a e good o  ad. A st o g ut ad 

a ,  fathe  is i  a  u k o  pla e, a d a lo i g so  

ho e t to i g a at h fo  his fathe  e t to the 

hea e . A fathe  lost his so  a d fou d t o o s. We a e 

out of ou  ise a le li es a d fou d ou  e  ho e," I 

said. "Yes, e e  I feel the sa e. Tha k ou fo  e e thi g 

ou did till o , sa i g e f o  a olf, i gi g e ith 

ou, a d alli g e ou  othe , e e thi g I ill 

e e e  till  death," he said a d hugged e.  

Afte  a fe  da s, Joe joi ed us oth i  a s hool. The 

hole s hool thi g see ed like a st a ge thi g to us. 

Though e ead ooks, liste i g to the lasses as it 

diffi ult. We a ted like e e e ot e  to the s hool so 

that o od  ould get to k o  a out ou  past a d the 

f aud a  of joi i g i to th g ade. As the ti e passed 

, e e e el o ed  the old stude ts, a d e e e 



o lo ge  e  to the . We ade f ie ds a d used to pla  

a lot of foot all. Ou  hole life ha ged, a d Joe used to 

look afte  us ith u h a e at ho e. 

Th ee ea s passed a a  like the ti e-lapse shot. 

We o pleted ou  high s hool. The  e joi ed the ollege 

to do g aduatio . It as the fi st da  of ou  ollege. We sat 

fo  the lu h a d sta ted o se i g the people. E e od  

as sitti g ith the people, ho the  ade f ie ds i  the 

lass. But e did 't a t to ake e  f ie ds et, as e 

e e still feeli g sad. Be ause all ou  s hool f ie ds joi ed 

diffe e t olleges. As I as a out to eat,  e es got stu k 

to a s ile, a d  od  stopped o i g fo  a se o d. 

Though it as a s ile f o  a dista e like a ile, it looked 

ight a d li el . 

He  soft pi k lips e ha ed he  s ile's elega e. 

He  a  aid slid th ough he  ight shoulde , a d its 

edges pla ed o  he  aist. He  eautiful f i ges t ied to 

o e  he  e e o s, ut failed a d e ealed the  slightl . 

He  a gs o e ed the sides of he  gloss  o  e es a d 

fai  fa e. 

Ho  lu k  I as to spot he  th ough he  s ile. If it 

e e 't fo  he  s ile,  e es ould 't ha e fou d he . I 

ould ha e issed the ha e to see su h a eaut . She 



hooked  e es a d g a ed all  fo us to a ds he . Fo  

the fi st ti e i   life, I e pe ie ed a  e otio  alled 

Lo e . I ig o ed the food o   plate a d the o ds Joh  

as utte i g. It as the est i e ati  e pe ie e I e e  

had. 

Dopa i e pla ed the t i k. I a ted to p opose 

he  the e  o e t. If she had kept a  alls, I a ted 

to i p ess he  a d eak i . But if the e as o e thi g, I 

did 't do till the  i   life, as talki g to a gi l.  

"Should I feed ou, o  hat? You  food is getti g 

old, eat it, othe ," Joh  shouted i   ea s a d hit e 

ge tl  ith his fist o   shoulde . 

As soo  as Joh  ought e a k to  se ses, I 

said, "Dude! Did ou see he ? The gi l i  the shi e i g 

golde  d ess." 

"Whi h gi l?" he asked. 

"That gi l," I said a d poi ted  fi ge  at he .  

"A e ou kiddi g e? Whe e is she ea i g a 

shi e i g golde  d ess? It is just a  o di a  ello  

d ess," he said a d left a sigh.  

"Do ou thi k I a  az ? Ma e I a , I do 't 

k o ," I eplied ith a laugh. 

"What happe ed to ou? Lo e o  hat?" he said.  



"I a  i  lo e ith he , o. She is a azi g." I said 

a d ate e e thi g so fast. 

"Lo e i  a o e t, o . So u h p og ess o  the 

e  fi st da  of ollege," he said sa asti all .  

I aited fo  he  e e  da  at lu h ti e just to ha e 

a gla e of he . I sea hed fo  he  i  e e  lass a d fi all  

fou d he . She as i  a diffe e t depa t e t. A lot of 

ti es  p ofesso s aught e he  I as peeki g 

th ough the i do s of he  lass. College as o lo ge  

 p io it . She as  p io it , a d I used to go to 

ollege just to see he . So eti es he  e a e i  lo e, 

ou  sto a h ill get full ith just a s ile o  a gla e of ou  

lo ed o es. E e  if the  a e doi g othi g, e just a t to 

keep o  seei g the . 

T o o ths passed a a  a d all I e e  did apa t 

f o  seei g, as fi di g he  a e. He  a e as Ma ta. 

Ou  ollege took us to a eso t. O  that da , she o e a 

ed T-shi t a d lue jea s. Whe e e  I sa  he , I used to 

gi e a ig stupid s ile, a d Joh 's ea tio s afte  that 

e e p i eless. The eso t as sple did; it had a pool a d 

so e i doo  ga es. E e od  pla ed thei  luggage a d 

got us  i  ha i g lu h, ut Joh  a d I e e us  i  

sea hi g fo  he . At last, I fou d he ; she as pla i g 



ta le te is ith he  f ie d. Afte  a hile, Joh  d agged 

e a a  as I as looki g at he . "E e  da  ou see he , at 

least pla  ith us toda ," he said. 

I  the e e i g, Joh  a d I e e pla i g a d ga es 

a d talki g to ou  f ie ds, ho got so lose to us i  the 

past  o ths. The DJ sta ted pla i g usi  ea  the pool. 

"Let's da e," o e of ou  oo ates said. I as e ited to 

see he . Joh  a d I got ead  a d e t ea  the pool. I 

o e a sli  g e  pa t  shi t a d tu ked it i to the la k 

t ouse . Stude ts sta ted o i g f o  all depa t e ts 

o e  o e. The  e e all d essed ell i  suits a d pa t  

d esses. Joh  ought f esh d i ks, though I had a ha it of 

d i ki g, I e e  e ealed to hi  a out that. E e od  

gathe ed ea  the pool a d sta ted da i g to the usi . 

Sudde l , it slo l  sta ted d izzli g, ut o od  as ead  

to go a a . We e e  da ed efo e, so e just stood 

the e at hi g the  da e. The e she as da i g 

happil  ith he  f ie ds, a d o i g he  od  to the 

eats. She o e a g aphi  hite T-shi t a d la k jea s. 

She left he  silk  hai  loose ith a hea  sigh. It as 't that 

so alled DJ ho as 't a tuall  DJi g— just pla i g so gs 

o  a laptop. It as 't those lights, it as 't the d izzle, it 

as o l  he , he  eaut , he  ha is a. He  o es a d it 



as e e thi g a out he  hi h as aki g e fall i  lo e 

ith he  agai  a d agai . She aught e hile I as 

o se i g he  a d stopped da i g. She a e to a ds e 

a d sta ed i to  e es. She looked like she got d u k a 

little it.  

"You e e stalki g e?" she said. Joh , that idiot 

es aped a d sta ted da i g ith othe s ith his o ke  

da e steps.  

"Me? No, o. I a  just ha i g a f esh d i k a d 

e jo i g the usi ," I said a d olled  e es to the left 

hile t i g to a oid the o ta t ith he  e es.  

"Do 't lie to e; I sa  ou at hi g e i  ollege 

a d also he  I as pla i g ta le te is. A s e  e o  

else I ill o plai  to the dea  o e e etu  to ou  

pla e," she said. "Da !" I said to self.  

"I, I..." she i te upted e i  the iddle a d 

sta ted laughi g." Dude! Wh  the hell she is laughi g? I a  

so e ous f o  toe to e k he e," I said to self. "Do 't 

o , I as just pla i g ith ou," she said a d sta ted 

laughi g agai . "You s a ed e. Fo  a i ute, I as a 

u dle of e es" I said a d ga e a  a k a d s ile. She 

aught  ha d slo l  a d took e to a ds the da e 

floo . "I do 't k o  ho  to da e," I said. "No issues, just 



at h e a d g oo e," she said so asuall  as if da i g 

fo  the fi st ti e as eas . She sta ted da i g, a d I 

sta ted o se i g he . Bei g the e so lose to he  a d 

at h he  da e as a  e ha ti g o e t. He  o es 

at hed ith  hea t eat f e ue  a d  hea t 

sta ted eati g, a o di g to the a  she o ed. He  e es 

di e ted  e e  o e of  od , a d afte  a  hile, I 

totall  lost o t ol of it. I as da i g, ut she as 

o t olli g  od  like a puppetee  o t ols his puppets. 

The o l  diffe e e as the e e e o st i gs. "What's 

ou  a e?" I asked he  a d a ted like I did 't k o . 

"Ma ta," she said. "What's ou s?" she asked e. "Ni e 

a e. A d Mike! M  a e's Mike!," I slo l  e t  head 

to a ds he  a d shouted, as the usi  as too loud. 

"G eat! Whi h depa t e t?" she asked e. "Me ha i al 

a d tha ks to ou. If ou ha e 't ought e he e, I ould 

ha e ee  the e just like those people, ho a e 't da i g 

a d just looki g us," I said. She s iled, a d e da ed 

u til the DJ stopped the usi .  

While etu i g at ight, I oa ded the sa e us, 

i  hi h she as the e. She as sitti g i  the thi d o . I 

a ted to sit eside he . But I did 't a t to ask he . As I 

stood efo e he  a d p ete ded like I did 't see he , she 



sa  e a d said, "He , Mike. Co e sit." She took the 

i do  seat a d ga e the seat e t to he . I felt lu k  a d 

happ . All  e ous ess as go e.  

"So, ou e jo ed it," she said. 

"Ou  sta , o  the da e?" I said a d a ted like I 

did 't k o  hat she as aski g. 

"Of ou se, ou  sta  o e  the e," she said a d 

laughed. 

"Yeah, I did, a d I liked the da e pa t too," I said 

a d i ked at he . 

"Oh!" she laughed a d o ti ued, "Yeah, I did too. 

It as g eat, a d ou  da e as fu  at fi st, late  ou 

o ked it," she said. 

"Yeah, tha k ou. You taught e ho  to da e, so 

u dou tedl , it ill e o de ful," I said.  

"I do 't k o  h  Mike, though e et just a fe  

hou s a k a d talked ui kl , the a  ou speak to e is 

aki g e feel good. Whe e e  ou a e talki g to e, 

ou  e es a e fo used o  e a d e alo e. The a  ou 

espe t e, the a  ou talk like the e is o o e else 

a ou d, akes e feel spe ial," she said. 

As I as a out to speak, she dozed off o   

shoulde . I did 't ake he  up, as she as al ead  too ti ed 



e ause of da i g i  the DJ pa t . The us stopped ea  

he  house, a d as she as asleep, he  f ie ds shouted he  

a e. She took he  ag a d said e to he  f ie ds a d 

e. As she as a out to alight, I de ided to alk ith he  

to he  ho e, a d I also a ted he  to ea h he  ho e 

safel . O e gu  as lo ki g the a , so I pushed hi  

a k a d told the us d i e  to ait fo  a fe  i utes u til 

I get a k. 

As soo  as I got do , she looked at e su p ised 

a d asked, "Mike, I did 't k o  that ou sta  he e?"  

"What? No, No, I do 't sta  he e. I just a e to 

alk ith ou u til ou  house," I said a d alked alo g 

ith he . 

"Oh, tha ks a lot. A a s, the ti e e spe t o  

ou  t ip as o e of the eautiful o e ts i   life. I 

ish the e e e o e hou s i  a da ," she said.  

"I feel the sa e, Ma ta. Good ight, the . I ill 

eet ou i  ollege," I said a d ga e a s ile as I alked 

a k a ds to a ds the us. 

"Good ight too, Mike," she said a d s iled a k.  

Ou  eeti gs of fe  i utes i  ou  a tee s 

tu ed i to e dless talks. Ou  e dless talks de eased ou  

atte da e i  lasses. Those e dless o e satio s kept 



ou  pho es us . Ma ta's te ts ga e o pa  to the 

lo el  o i gs. Withi  a ea  e e a e est f ie ds. 

A d ou  g oup of Me, Ma ta a d Joh  e a e a  

i sepa a le o e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE CONSEQUENCES 

 

I WAS PLAYING a ideo ga e o  the o pute  a d 

Joh  as iti g so ethi g o  the pape , hile ou  Ro k  

as pla i g ith its tail. "What's that? Assig e t?" I 

asked hi . "No, it's ot," he said a d sho ed e the 

pape . "It o tai s the a es of  people ho ullied e 

f o  past o e eek. I a t ou to a ish all of the ," he 

said. "Usi g po e  fo  pett  thi gs, g o  up. This po e  is 

ot a to  to pla  a ou d," I said. He pla ed the pape  o  

the ta le u de  a ook a d e t outside ith Ro k .  

No atte  hat I used to do, Ma ta's thoughts 

e e al a s o   i d. Though e e e talki g f o  

the past o e ea , I ould 't tell he  that I lo e he  a d 

ado e he . I fi all  de ided to p opose he , ot o  the 

pho e, ot th ough a lette , ut pe so all , I a ted to 

tell he . I did 't all he , as I a ted it to e a su p ise. I 



o e a hite shi t a d a la k laze  o  top of it a d a 

la k t ouse . He  house as fa  f o  i e, so I had to 

t a el o  a ike. I took a ou uet of oses o  the a  f o  

the shop. As I al ost ea hed, I had to pass th ough a 

a o  la e to ea h he  house. The e as o l  o e st eet 

light. A pe so  stopped e as I e t fu the .  

"What ou a e doi g he e at this o e t? It's .  

P.M," he said ith his asp  oi e. He as tall ith  feet 

height a d oad shoulde s. His fa e as s ua e fit as a 

fiddle ith e o ous e e o s a d little e es. I pa ked 

 ike a d stood i  f o t of hi . "Wh ? Did a o e keep 

ou as a gua d to p ote t the oad?" I eplied. "Do 't t  to 

e a he o he e, just a s e   uestio . You a e to see 

the gi l ight?" he said. "Yes, a d I did 't k o  that ou 

e e he  dad, so  fo  ei g ude. Tha ks to ou. You a e 

doi g a g eat jo ," I said sa asti all . "No, I a  ot he  

dad. M  a e's Bo  O'Neil, a d I a  he  f ie d. A d I 

had see  ou talki g to he  a  ti es. O  the da  of 

etu i g f o  the t ip, ou pushed e a k hile I as 

a out to d op he  ho e. You a e at the last i ute a d 

took he . A d I also hea d that ou ha e e o e est 

f ie ds," he said. "Oh! So  I pushed ou o  that da . I 

just a ted to d op he  ho e safel . A d es, e did 



e o e est f ie ds. A d I do 't gi e a da  if ou' e 

see  us talki g o  ot" I said se iousl . "Oh ell, ou  o, 

Joh  is 't as fea less as ou. I ish ou  othe  lea t 

so ethi g f o  ou. Whe  I t ied to s a e hi , he a ted 

like a s a ed ouse. But ull i g hi  as su h a satisf i g 

thi g," he said a d sta ted laughi g. 

Whe  I hea d the a e Joh ,  a ge  slo l  

sta ted isi g. A d I sudde l  e e e ed the a e, 

Bo , f o  the list Joh  ga e. "Joh ? What did ou to do 

to hi  e a tl ?" I asked hi . "Do I ha e to do a thi g to 

s a e people? Look at the size of  od ; I a  a o ste . 

I just t ied to i ti idate hi   o i g to a ds hi  i  ou  

ollege a tee . But he got s a ed a d falle  hile alki g 

a k a ds. A d liste  a efull , this ill e the fi st a d 

last a i g. Ne e  talk to he , e e  see he , a d do 't 

e e  go ea  he . But efo e ou do that, o  do  to e 

a d sa  that ou ill e e  do this agai ," he said aloud.  

Wo ds, his o g hoi e of o ds t ied to tou h 

e  eaki g the all of  ego. M  a ge  louded  

thoughts a d  od . I d opped a pu h o  his fa e ith 

 fist. A d the lood sta ted o i g f o  his outh. His 

ha ds tou hed the g ou d hile he k elt  do  o  his 

k ees. I st u k his fa e agai  ith  k ee, a d he fell o  



his a k. I as fu ious, a d I did 't e e  k o  hethe  I 

a  goi g to lea e hi  o  ot. 

"You k o  if I had o  i  the ages of ki gs. I 

ould ha e ee  the fi st o e to get ha ged o  killed. You 

k o  h ? Be ause as soo  as so e ad ki g o de ed e 

to o  do  to hi . "Go fu k ou self," that ould ha e 

ee  the e a t o ds hi h ould ha e o e out of  

outh. Oh! A d do 't thi k that I a  o pa i g ou to a 

ki g. You a e just a pie e of shit. I as just sa i g that 

e ause if I a  apa le of sa i g that to a ki g, the  just 

thi k hat I ill do to ou," I said a d ki ked hi  agai  i  

the i s. 

Sudde l , poli e si e  e hoed a oss the st eet. As 

soo  as Bo  hea d it, he sta ted u i g. I t ied to at h 

hi , ut he ju ped o e  the fe e of so eo e's house 

a d a  i to a othe  st eet. I fo got the pu pose, I fo got 

Ma ta, a d I as ot a le to get Bo 's o ds out of  

head. I ushed ho e;  fa e as o e ed ith s eat. I 

ould 't thi k st aight fo  a se o d. Ho  a  Bo  talk 

like that? It as the o l  uestio  u i g i   i d. The 

pape  hi h Joh  left o  the ta le flutte ed e ause of the 

i d f o  the i do . I ui kl  g a ed it, a d ithout 

thi ki g fo  a split se o d, I spelt out all the te  a es o  



the list. It as satisf i g at that e a t ti e. Not e e  o e, 

I thought a out those te  people. 

I  the o i g, he  I oke up, slo l  I 

e e e ed hat I did last ight a d ushed to the T.V 

i ediatel  a d s it hed it o . I  de eased the olu e of 

T.V so that Joe o 't ake up. I di e tl  kept a e s 

ha el. "F o  last ight, app o i atel   illio  people 

disappea ed f o  all pa ts of the o ld. It is st a ge that 

o o e left a ote. Poli e ould 't fi d a  e ide e a d 

a e ot a le to tell hat aused this huge u e  of 

disappea a es. This is the fi st i ide t he e a  

people a ished i  a si gle ight" a lad  epo te  said. I  

e e  si gle ha el, this as the se satio al e s. The e 

e e de ates. P otests agai st the go e e ts e e 

slo l  sta ti g. 

Su p isi gl , I did 't feel a  eg et fo  doi g that. 

I  fa t, I felt like God, e ause ith that ki d of po e  o 

o e a  sta d a ha e agai st e. Still, the o l  thi g 

hi h othe ed e as, ho  Ma ta a d Joe ould ea t 

he  the  k o  a out this. Joh  a e f o  outside ith 

Ro k , ith a pa t o ied a d pa t happ  look o  his fa e. 

"I did 't k o  that ou ill do it fo  eal. A a s, tha ks 

a lot fo  disappea i g those te  gu s. A d ou k o  hat 



ou did othe  tha  that, ight?" he said a d looked at the 

e s ha el. "Hila ious! The  al ead  sta ted de ates o  

that. What the hell?" he said ith a hea t  laugh.  

"I k o  hat I did Joh . But hat I do 't k o  is 

ho  to u do it," I said. "I thought ou ill add ou  ollege 

a e as a p efi  fo  those a es, efo e spelli g out," he 

said. "I do 't k o . I ish I did like that so that o l  those 

te  gu s ould ha e disappea ed. But it all happe ed 

ithi  o ti e," I said a d e plai ed e e thi g hi h 

happe ed last ight. "That idiot, Bo . So ou  ego a d 

ou  o e ts of a ge  aused this u h dest u tio ," he 

said a d sat eside e. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE CONFESSION 
 

I STOOD UP, a d ithout utte i g a o d, I e t i to 

 ed oo . Whe  Bo 's o ds hu t  ego,  

thoughts e a e de o s a d ade  i d e il. The 

house, i  hi h Joh  a d I e e li i g i , as a pla e of a 

g eat fathe  a d a late, lo i g so . Though Joe did 't k o  

hat I did, I felt like I as heati g hi . 

I alled Ma ta a d said, "Hello, Ma ta." "Hello, 

Hello Mike!" She said f o  the othe  side. I kept sile t fo  

a i ute, a d she kept o  alli g  a e a d aski g e 

if I as oka . I said, "Hello Ma ta, ho  a e ou?". "Mike! 

Tha k God! I as so o ied. Whe e e e ou? I as 

shouti g ou  a e like  ti es," she said.  

"So  I e t to see Joh , as he alled e fo  so e 

u ge t o k," I said. "You ould ha e told e efo e goi g 

ight?" she said se iousl  a d o ti ued, "A a s, hat 



a e ou  pla s fo  toda . It is so o i g he e. Let's go to a 

ea h o  so ethi g," she said. I hated the fa t that he  

e ite e t, he  opi io  o  e, he  elief i  lo e ill 

de a  to the g ou d i  a atte  of i utes. 

"Ma ta, I a t to tell ou so ethi g," I said.  

"What is it, Mike? I a  u ious to k o . Ma e if it 

is so ethi g, hi h I a  e pe ti g, the  I ill also tell ou 

o e thi g." she said a d giggled. 

"This is just ot a out o e thi g. The e a e a  

thi gs hi h I did 't tell ou, ut I do 't a t to hide 

a thi g f o  ou, a o e. M  hole h ildhood I ha e 

go e th ough a use a d i sults do e   o  dad. I 

do 't a t to gi e a ha e to a o e agai ," I said.  

I told he  to ot to speak a thi g u til I as do e 

talki g. I told he  e e thi g that happe ed till that ti e 

a out  t ou led hildhood, a out Joh  a d Ro k , 

a out Joe, ho  Joh  a d I got i to ollege, a d also a out 

the Bo  a d the disappea a es. O e I e plai ed he  

a out these thi gs, I hea d othi g, ut the sou d of he  

ies. "I k o  that this is hu ti g ou adl , as thes e o ds 

a e o i g f o  a pe so  ho ou ha e al a s t usted. 

But I a  also getti g hu t. A d to o o  e ill e 

lea i g the it  fo e e . I do 't k o  hethe  I a  ight 



fo  ou o  ot. But I ill lo e ou till  soul loses its 

o s ious ess. If ou ha e the sa e feeli g, I ill e the 

happiest pe so  i  the o ld. If ou do 't, the  I hope ou 

all the happi ess i  the o ld. I do 't a t to fo e ou 

i to the life I a  a out to li e. I a  get i ol ed i  a  

i e i  the futu e, so if ou lo e e a d a t to o e 

ith e, I a 't assu e ou that the futu e ill e safe, et 

I assu e ou that it ill e sple did a d ad e tu ous. I ill 

e aiti g fo  ou at  house, to ight." Afte  I had ee  

do e talki g, she hu g up the pho e ithout utte i g a 

o d. Tea s e e falli g f o   e es, a d I sat do  o  

the ed thi ki g a out he . 

Afte  a hile, I iped off tea s a d a e out of the 

oo . I he ked Joe's oo , ut it as lo ked. A d Joh  

as pla i g ga es o  his pho e. I e t ea  hi  a d sat 

eside hi  o  the ou h. 

"We a e lea i g this to  to o o ," I said to hi .  

"What? Wh ?" he stopped pla i g a d asked e.  

"But efo e that, e ill e doi g a o e  i  

O a ge Leaf a k. Be ause I a t to do so ethi g fo  Joe, 

as he has do e so u h fo  us a d e ause I a 't hide the 

thi gs f o  hi  a o e," I said. 



"You just eated a o ld ide ste  ase, a d 

o , ou a t to o  a a k?" he thought fo  a i ute 

a d o ti ued, "Ok, hate e , ou e e al a s the e fo  

e, so ou t e i ," he said ith a s ile.  

 "Whe e's Joe? His oo  is lo ked" I asked hi . 

"Just a fe  i utes a k, he e t out of to , as 

he got so e o k. He told e to i fo  ou that he ill 

o e a k afte   da s" he said. 

"That s ight fo  us a tuall . It ill e ha d fo  us to 

lea e, if he is the e i  the house," I said.  

"Right, ho  e a e goi g to do the o e ?" he 

asked. 

"Do 't o , I ill tell ou to o o  o i g. Be 

ead    A.M." 

"Ok, I a  goi g out to ou  f ie ds' oo , e. I ill 

o e a k   A.M," he said a d left as he a ted to 

ele ate ith ou  ollege f ie ds fo  o e last ti e.  

Ro k  a d I e e alo e i  the house. M  i d as 

filled ith Ma ta's thoughts. The idea of lea i g he  as 

eati g e f o  i side. The pai  as u ea a le, a d I as 

o pletel  hea t oke . 

A fe  hou s elapsed a d it as ea l   P.M. I as 

still sitti g i  the e a t pla e. Sudde l , the doo ell a g. 



"Who is it?" I shouted loudl . No epl  a e. Agai  the 

doo ell a g fo  fe  ti es. I got i itated a d sla ed 

the doo  ope . I got sho ked a d su p ised fo  a se o d. I 

ould 't elie e  e es. She as sta di g at ou  house 

e t a e a d as i g  keepi g he  fa e do . I did 't 

utte  a o d a d just hugged he , a d e ied u til ou  

hea t's o te t. 

I ade he  sit o  the ou h. He  e es e e ed i  

olou  a d oist. "You a t to lea e ithout e. You 

idiot, stupid," she said a d slapped e se e al ti es. "I 

a ted to e t ue to ou. I ill do a thi g to keep ou 

happ , e e  if it is o i g a a  f o  ou. But do ou 

thi k I ill e happ  ithout ou?" I said a d took he  fa e 

i   ha ds. 

"I lo e ou too; I do 't eall  a e if I die to o o . 

Ho  a  ou e e  thi k that I ill lea e ou, just e ause 

ou ha e hidde  so e thi gs f o  e o  just e ause ou 

ha e e o e a pe so  ho ou a e o , e ause of the 

situatio s ou ha e go e th ough. I do 't a e if people 

see us as i i als. I lo ed ou, ot the . I lo e  Dad 

too, ut I k o  he ill al a s e the e fo  e a d elie e 

e, e e  if I a  ot ith hi . I left a ote fo  hi  sa i g 



that to ot sea h fo  e a d that I ill eet hi  at the 

ight ti e," she said hile i g. 

I kissed he  ge tl  o  the heeks a d the lips a d 

said, "I did 't k o  that ou ha e this u h lo e fo  e. 

So  fo  aki g ou . I a 't e e  i agi e ho  u h 

o se  da s ould ha e ee  ithout ou."  

"To o o , e ill e o i g a a k. So ou a e 

ead  fo  it?" I said hile ipi g a a  he  tea s.  

"I a  ot su e ho  I a  help ou. But as lo g as 

ou a e eside e, I ill do a thi g." 

"I k o  ou ill do," I said a d tou hed he  ha d 

ge tl  a d o ti ued, "Please take est fo  a hile i   

ed oo , I ill ake ou up he  it's ti e." She slept o  

the ed, a d I fell asleep o  the sofa hile looki g at he .  

I as filled ith lots of happi ess a d felt so 

lessed. Ho  a  people ill get a lo e like that? A Lo e 

ith o ou da ies, a lo e so pu e a d lo e hi h a  

sa ifi e a thi g fo  us. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11 AM 
 

THE ORANGE LEAF BANK  as o e of the iggest 

a ks i  ou  pla e, a d the a ou t e pla ed to o  as 

fift  illio . Whe  e looked f o  a dista e of a ua te  

ile, t o gua ds e e gua di g the a k's e t a e gate. 

Joh  ga e e the ook, i  hi h he ote, e e thi g I 

had to a ish. I spelt out the o ds, "O a ge Leaf a k's 

se u it  a e as, a d O a ge Leaf a k's se u it  gua ds." 

Withi  i  a o e t, gua ds a d a e as got a ished 

ight i  f o t of us. I as 't su e ho  a  gua ds a d 

se u it  a e as got a ished i side the a k. Ma ta as 

a est u k a d ould 't elie e hat she sa . The 

e ite e t i  all th ee of us as sk  high.  

O e e passed th ough the ai  gate, e o e 

the asks. Joh  a d I took out the ha dgu s, hile 

Ma ta a ied the ook a d the ags. O e e e te ed 

the a k, e a ed the gu s i  the ai  a d shouted, 



"E e od  f eeze, a d aise ou  ha ds. U til e sa , do 

ot o e," I said to the . "He , take thei  o ile 

pho es," I said to Ma ta. 

"Do 't t  to do a thi g ast . If ou do, e ill 

eate the pai ti gs o  these alls ith ou  lood 

splashes," I shouted. E e od  as s a ed to death, so e 

of the  e e i g, a d so e of the  e e p a i g.  

"Whe e do ou people keep the e t al lo ke ? 

A d ho has the pass o d to ope  it?" Joh  asked the . 

No od  utte ed a si gle o d. "You gu s a t to die? 

huh! Oka , let's pla  a  old, et da ge ous ga e. I ill kill 

a   of ou fo  e e   i utes of sile e," I said. Ma ta 

as looki g at e a d as o fused. She e e  sa  e 

like that. I sta ted ou ti g do  f o  te . As I as a out 

to ou t u e  o e, a  old o a  got up a d said, "The 

lo ke  is o  the se o d floo , a d the e she is, Re uka. She 

has the pass o d." 

Sudde l , the oo  as filled ith thei  hispe s. 

"Shut up! E e o e, I do 't a t to liste  to a si gle 

o d," I said. "So Re uka, I a t ou to s it h off all the 

se so s i  the a k, hi h ill ale t the poli e a d take e 

to the se o d floo . A d ho  a  people a e the e a e 



o  the fi st floo ?" I said a d asked hile sta i g i to he  

e es. "Oka , si .  people," she said. 

"Ok, do the  use o iles o  that floo ?" I asked 

he . 

"No, people deal ith o fide tial i fo atio  o  

that floo . So the  ill keep thei  o iles i  espe ti e 

lo ke s, hi h a e o  the g ou d floo ," Re uka said.  

"Ok Re uka, I eed these g ou d floo  f o t doo s 

a d shutte s to e losed," I said a d o ti ued, 

"E e od  o e to the d floo ." 

"You take the  to the d floo . We ill joi  ou 

afte  losi g the doo s," I said to Joh  a d sta ted o i g.  

We losed all the doo s a d o ed to the se o d 

floo . We e te ed i to a huge hall hi h leads to the ai  

lo ke . E e od  as k elt do  o  thei  k ees. A d 

Joh  as sta di g i  f o t of the . "I ill take a e of 

the , go a d help Ma ta, i  loadi g the o e  i to the 

ags," I said to Joh . Joh  held the gu  to Re uka's head 

a d ade he  ope  the lo ke . 

"Co a ds! Co a ds! You thi k ou people a e 

st o g just  aki g us feel eak. Ne e  fo get the fa t 

that ou people a e hidi g ehi d ou  asks ith the 

gu s i  ou  ha ds, hile e a e u a ed a d k elt do  



ith the gu s agai st us," a  old a  f o  the e plo ees 

said. 

"I ish I a  kill ou gu s ight o ," a a  

et ee  the age of  to  ea s old, elled f o  ehi d.  

I sto ed to a ds the a  a d pu hed hi  i  the 

fa e. "I k o  ou all a t to kill e, ut it is 't s a t to 

ell at people ith a s, ho a  a tuall  kill ou," I said 

to the . 

"You, old a . The e is o l  o e easo  h  I a  

ot doi g a thi g to ou. 'You  age', I ha e t e e dous 

espe t fo  old people. If ou e e ot old, ou  head 

ould ha e hit the all ight o . A a  of ou  age 

should k o  h  people ea  asks a d o, the  a e ot 

o a ds. The  ea  it e ause the  a e s a t. A a s, 

ou said e a e o a ds ight? Let e e eal ou hat e 

a  do," I said a d th e  the ag efo e hi , hi h had all 

thei  o iles. 

"Pi k ou  o ile pho e a d all the poli e. I ill 

let  po e  do the talki g," I said to the old a  a d 

e o ed  ask. 

"Mike, h  a e ou e o i g ou  ask? A d h  

Poli e? Do 't e ha e e ough o pa  al ead ?" Joh  

shouted f o  ehi d hile loadi g the o e .  



"E iti g," Ma ta said ith a laugh.  

"Do 't o , Joh . Let the  it ess  po e , 

too," I said. 

Poli e a i ed i  a atte  of fe  i utes as soo  as 

the old a  alled the . Ma ta ga e e the ook. The  

ju ped i to the uildi g f o  heli opte s,  eaki g the 

glasses. A d the est of the poli e su ou ded the uildi g. 

As soo  as the poli e a e, the  ai ed thei  gu s at us. 

"Raise ou  ha ds," the  shouted at us. All the e plo ees 

a  i to a o e . Sudde l  a gust of i d hit the poli e, 

a d the  fle  a fe  feet a a . The  e e i  pai . A ou g 

a  ho as i  his id-t e ties e te ed the uildi g 

th ough the i do  a d stood i  f o t of e. I as 

sho ked a d su p ised, ut ithout asti g ti e, I ope ed 

the ook. 

"Do 't spell the o ds, Mike," he said hile I as 

a out to spell. 

"Ho  do ou k o   a e? A d keep ou  

o de s ith ou self. If I do 't, the  ill kill e," I said a d 

spelt the o ds, "Kel a poli e." All the poli e ho e e 

p ese t the e a ished i  a o e t. Thei  gu s a d thei  

heli opte s fell o  the g ou d. 



"I said ot to do that," he elled a d pushed e 

ith his a e ha ds. That push as fast a d pa ked ith 

fo e, it as so ethi g hi h I e e  felt efo e. He 

o ed so fast that I ould 't e e  see hi . I fle  

a k a ds a d fell ea  Ma ta, Joh  a d Re uka. M  gu  

slipped f o   ha ds a d fell fa  a a  f o  e. Re uka 

a  to a ds the e plo ees ith fea . 

Ma ta a d Joh  e e so o fused a d stood the e 

f oze . The  ould 't elie e that the e as o e othe  

pe so  ith po e s. M  a ge  sta ted isi g, a d I a  as 

fast as I a , to a ds hi  a d t ied to pu h hi . He 

dodged it ith less effo t a d hit e i  the fa e a d th e  

e agai . 

"I a  ou  othe , ou fool. I do 't ea  to ha  

ou," he said. 

"M  othe ? He left e he  I as still a hild. 

What ki d of a othe  does that? A d he did 't e e  

eet e fo  o e afte  that," I said a d o ed slo l  

to a ds Joh  a d Ma ta, ith u h diffi ult .  

"Yes, I a  ou  othe , B adle  B ada . It is t ue 

that I ha e left ou a d dad. But do 't e e  thi k fo  a 

o e t that I do 't ha e the lo e fo  ou. Ou  othe  

used to take e fo  a agi  sho  i  ou  pla e, a d I liked 



it a lot. That agi ia  as ot a  o di a  o e. He as 

doi g so e a ellous t i ks. A d  lo e to a ds agi  

g e  i to a  o sessio . So eti es, I used to go alo e a d 

see it. Mu  a d dad used to fight al ost dail . O e da , 

t o o ths afte  ou  i th, ou  fathe  eat othe  so 

adl . She as hea t oke  a d ould 't tole ate dad 

a o e. So she left us all. I thought that she ould 

etu , so I aited fo  o e ea , ut she e e  a e a k. I 

ould 't li e i  that ho e, so I de ided to lea e ou a d 

dad. I e t to that agi ia  a d asked hi  to take e 

ith hi . He took e ith hi , as I a ted to lea  agi . 

He taught e e e  t i k, a d he  he sa   o sessio  

to a ds agi , he said, "I  this o ld, the e a e so e 

po e s hi h a e o e tha  agi . But o l  si  people 

possess the . A d it is u likel  to lea  all of the . You 

ill fa e a  diffi ulties o  ou  a ." U til o , I et  

people a d lea ed thei  po e s. A d e e  o e i  a 

hile I al a s a e to see ou. Though dad lo ed e, I 

did 't lo e hi . I hated hi . A d I sa  hi  eat ou a  

ti es. But, I did 't do a thi g to hi , as he as the o l  

o e ou had. A d o e da  he  ou got eat  hi  

adl , fo  just eaki g a gu ,  hea t oke i to pie es 

a d ould 't o t ol  tea s. Si e I o 't e a ou d a d 



I ga e ou the po e  to ake ou apa le of p ote ti g 

ou self. As ou like to ead ooks, I a ted the po e  to 

at h ou  i te est. I as happ  ith hat ou did to dad, 

ut e e tuall , ou ha e e o e a pe so  ho I ha e 

e e  i agi ed. Va ishi g  illio  people a d o  t i g 

to o  a a k, hat ki d of a pe so  ou ha e e o e, 

Mike," he said. 

Tea s sta ted flo i g do  f o   e es, a d I 

as su p ised e ause  othe  ga e e the po e  a d 

happ  e ause I et hi .  

"I a  glad to eet ou, afte  so lo g, othe . Afte  

liste i g to hat ou ha e said, I do 't hate ou a o e. 

But I do 't thi k I ill like ou et. You o l  sa  the 

situatio s I ha e go e th ough, ut ou ha e 't li ed 

th ough the . M  e pe ie es i  life ade e ho I a  

toda , a d I a  p oud of self. Not e e  fo  o e se o d, 

I feel so . A d e e  if ou do 't like it, I a  goi g to 

o plete this o e ," I said a d i st u ted Joh  a d 

Ma ta to go a a  ith the o e  ags.  

As soo  as the  sta ted to o e, the  e e 

o st u ted  a glass-like all a d a s ua e glass o  

fo ed a ou d us. B adle  passed th ough the glass a d 



e te ed i side. Joh  a d Ma ta e e f ighte ed a d a  

to a ds e. I hugged Joh  a d hispe ed i  his ea s. 

I t ied to pu h B adle  agai . He dodged it a d 

th e  a ou d all of ate  ith utal fo e. I hit the glass 

all a d fell do . 

"I thi k I ha e lost, B adle . All these ea s, I 

thought that I as the o l  po e ful pe so . But I as 

o g. I a  so  fo  the thi gs I ha e do e. I eg et the . 

I ill lea e all the o e  he e itself. Please take us ith 

ou. Befo e lea i g please let e hug ou," I said a d kept 

all his fo us o  e. 

"Su e, Mike. All I e e  a ted, as ou to e o e 

a g eat pe so . I a  o e tha  happ  o , as ou ha e 

ha ged," he said a d sp ead his a s idel .  

I ushed to a ds hi  a d hugged hi . "B adle , let 

e tell ou so ethi g to e e e . I  hess, ostl  t o 

ki ds of pla e s ill e the e. O e ho uses his uee  

isel  to fight, as he thi ks it is the st o gest. T o, ho 

fo s a t ap a d sa ifi es his uee  just to i  a d sa e 

his ki gdo ," I said a d ade a ha d gestu e to Joh  to 

th o  e the pape . I aught it as soo  as Joh  th e  it 

a d o ti ued, "He e, I a  the se o d t pe, B adle ," I 

said. 



"What do ou ea ? Mike," he asked e.  

"M  uee  is  ego, B adle ," I said a d spelt out 

the o ds, "M  othe  B adle  B ada ." 

I  a  i sta e,  othe  a ished. I felt sad fo  

that fo  a se o d, ut late  I e a e happ  e ause I had 

o . The glass o  a ou d us a ished. Joh  a d Ma ta 

e e filled ith happi ess, a d the  a  to a ds e a d 

hugged e.  

We left the a k ith ags a d e t to ou  house. 

As soo  I ope ed the doo , Ro k  ju ped o  e a d 

li ked  fa e. I pla ed te  illio  o  the ta le, i  the hall 

a d left a ote to Joe hi h said, "We a e o i g f o  

he e, Joe. We a e so . Tha k ou fo  e e thi g ou ha e 

do e fo  us. I a  gi i g this o e  e ause I a t to. No 

atte  he e e a e, ou ill al a s e i  ou  hea ts. 

With lo e, Mike a d Joh ." 

O e e a e out of the house, Joh  said, "Let's 

o  a Fo d Musta g a d t a el i  that."  

I odded a d s iled. 
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