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Diary I 

 

At last, an opportunity to do something more exciting than book classifieds.  

Professor Wilson says the beginner should take any job they can get on a paper 

to get a foot in the door, but classifieds, yuck.  People who can’t spell or even 

pronounce the words they want to use in their ad and blame you for getting 

things mixed up.  Women who resent you and men who ask for dates solely 

because yours is a female voice. 

 I only went back to the Gazette's offices after the meeting to pick up my 

cosmetic case.  Even then a fuss was made and I had to wait while a check was 

issued.  “Just mail it to me, please,” I asked, but still I had to sit through a pre-

departure interview with a boss I’d never met before. 

  Anyhow, Debbie and I agreed we would use our Washington assignment to 

show everyone just what we could do.  Which is why we showed up together at 

the Sentinel’s offices at eight the next morning.  I had mimicked Debra’s 

clothing, wearing a plain grey skirt and a white blouse (though with a few 

feminine ruffles down the midline), and heels rather than flats (a new pair of 

Anne Klein’s that went well with my simple outfit). We were the only ones to 

come in that early, actually, so we had to have a janitor let us in. 

 Our desks were assembled and our PC's up and running before anyone else 

put in an appearance.  Alfred appeared at the top of the stairs about 11:30 in 

sports coat and gray flannels, only to wander around the loft for several 
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moments as if he were in a daze.  When we asked him where a broom was, he 

took off like a scared rabbit. 

 The telephones were working, but we weren't sure we were allowed to use 

them.  I had my cell of course, so we used it to make our first appointment, a 

Mr. Robert Croft at the Department of Justice.  He wasn't the person we'd 

telephoned originally, but he was the one we were connected with after several 

transfers. He didn't pretend to be busy or not to understand what we were talking 

about.  I think he will be a good source of information.  

 The secret of good journalism, Professor Wilson often told us, is to be 

persistent.  Well, we have been and we will be. 

 The two Arab boys, Ali and Achmed—Ali neat in pressed corduroys, but 

Achmed as always in torn pants and an un-ironed shirt—showed up in the early 

afternoon and began making phone calls, too.  I wonder who they were calling 

or whether their calls really had anything to do with the paper. 

 They didn't talk to us, which was just as well.  To be honest, they really 

creep me out. 

 I made a few more telephone calls and Deb continued to search the Internet 

but the office was just too creepy with Ali and Achmed hanging about, so, 

finally, we left. 

 We ran into Morgan on the way out of the building. He had the nerve to look 

down at his watch and say, "Leaving so soon?"  Deb, who is more demonstrative 

than I, punched him in the stomach.  The "oof" sound he made was quite 

satisfactory. 
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